Further Thoughts on the Readings
Octave Day of Christmas
Our Lord underwent this rite of circumcision in order to persuade us of the necessity of that spiritual circumcision which was prefigured by it.  This, the "true circumcision of the Spirit," is explained in the Collect to mean, "that, our hearts and all our members being mortified from all worldly and carnal lusts, we may in all things obey God's Blessed Will." [Collect for the Feast of Circumcision]…


What is the essence of this spiritual circumcision? Surely it is the mortification of earthly desire. The great problem of life, it has been said, is to keep desire in its proper place.  For desire is the strongest of the chariot-horses of the soul; in whatever direction we are being borne, it is love of some kind that carries us forward.  Desire was meant to be the attractive force which should keep the soul true to that Perfect and Awful Being Who has a first claim on it; like those Laws which oblige each planet to move, at whatever distance, round its sun.  But, since the Fall, human nature has resembled a planet that had burst away from its true orbit, and goes crashing about in space, drawn hither and thither by the attractive force of other bodies.  Desire no longer centres in God, but is lavished upon a hundred perishing objects, mainly upon objects of sense.  And with this degradation of desire the soul is degraded too.  "Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." [St. Matt. Vi. 21.]  If the soul is drawn upwards towards God, it becomes gradually like God; if downwards towards the things of sense, it becomes like the things of sense; it becomes animalized, materialized, in any case degraded. 

Hence the necessity for the circumcision of the Spirit.  The mortification of degraded desire, of desire which no longer centres in God, is not the byplay, but the most serious business of a true Christian life….
Perhaps, on New Year's Day, some of us are looking out for a good resolution to be acted on, by God's grace, during the next twelve months. Can we do better than resolve to do every day something which we naturally dislike, as an act of love and worship to our Lord Jesus Christ, Who was made to be circumcised and obedient to the Law, for us men?  Such a resolution, even tolerably kept, will leave us at the end of the year happier, because more disciplined and freer men than we are now.  It will have enabled us to make one good step on the way to our eternal home.  To which may He, of His mercy, bring us, Who was born into the world, and died and rose that we might be His in life and in death and in the higher life beyond the grave.                                            

H.P. Liddon
from a Sermon for the Octave Day of Christmas

For more teaching on this morning’s readings see
 www.lectionarycentral.com and click on “Christmas 2”
Parish Announcements
Prayer – Please remember the following persons in your prayers this week:  

Our Armed Forces in Afghanistan

For the safety of our lobster fishermen as the season has opened.

The Sick:  Anson Conrad; Betty Lou Cormier; Marjorie Edwards, Art Frauzel, Jerry Fultz, Dick Joyce, Maurice Finney, Albert Parsons, Percy Pernette, Merville and Juanita Smith, Richard Zinck.
Grieving:  Family and friends of Marguerite Reinhardt and Peter Bell.
Missions:  Our World Vision Children; The Bishop McAllister College, Uganda

Anglican Cycle of Prayer:  Lincoln - (Canterbury, England) Bp John Saxbee
Lincoln - Grantham - (Canterbury, England) Bp Timothy Ellis
Lincoln - Grimsby - (Canterbury, England) Bp David Rossdale
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:   Bishops and their families of our Dioceses:

Sue, Diocesan Bishop, and Bruce; Ron, Suffragan Bishop, and Marianne; Retired Archbishop Arthur, and Elizabeth; Caleb, Archbishop of Moosonee, and Maureen; David, Bishop of Keewatin, and Penny; Michael, Bishop of Niagara, and Susan.  Our Companion Dioceses of Moosonee, Keewatin and Niagara in Canada and Manicaland in Zimbabwe.

	This Week


Daily Bible Readings 

	
	Morning Prayer
	Evening Prayer

	Mon 
	Isa. 66:10-24
	Mt. 4:12-5:16
	Isa. 60:1-7
	Rom. 15:8-21

	Tues Epiphany 
	Isa. 49:1-13
	Lk. 3:15-22
	Isa. 60:9-22
	Jn. 2:1-11

	Wednesday
	Amos 5
	Mt. 6:19-end
	Amos 6
	2 Thess. 5:12-end

	Thursday
	Amos 7
	Mt. 7
	Amos 8
	2 Thess. 1

	Friday
	Amos 9
	Mt. 8:1-17
	Micah 1
	2 Thess. 2

	Saturday
	Micah 2
	Mt. 8:18-34
	Micah 3
	2 Thess. 3


	Tuesday January 6 – The Epiphany of our Lord

	10:00am
	St. Peter’s West LaHave
	Holy Communion 


	 
Next Sunday
Sunday January 11 – The First Sunday after Epiphany

	8:15am

9:30am

11:00am
	East Petite at St. Michael's Petite Riviere

New Dublin at St. John’s West Dublin

West Petite at St. Mark’s Broad Cove
	Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Holy Communion 


NOTE: A family broach has been found outside of St. John’s Church in West Dublin – please ask Glenna or Eldon Weagle (688-2387)
Welcome to Worship
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Adoration of the Shepherds, El Greco c. 1614
The people that walked in darkness 

have seen a great light: 

they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, 

upon them has light shined.  Isaiah 9:2
[




	

Parish Directory

www.prnd.ca

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Susan Moxley, Bishop of the Diocese of Nova Scotia & PEI

The Rt. Rev. Ron Cutler, Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese of NS & PEI

both can be reached at:

5732 College Street, Halifax NS, B3H 1X3  Tel: (902) 420-0717  

Website: www.nspeidiocese.ca

The Rev. David G. Phillips, Rector 

St. Michael’s Rectory, 5822 Highway 331, Petite Riviere, NS, B4V 5Y3

Rectory:  (902) 688-2228  E-mail:   revdgphillips@hotmail.com

The Rev. Canon Dr. Robert Crouse, Honorary Assistant Priest and Organist
R.R. #2 Italy Cross, NS, B0J 1V0   Website: www.prayerbook.ca/crouse


	The Parish of Petite Riviere
Wardens:

          Mr. George Hilchey  688-2117

            Mr. Barry Smith   677-2070

Treasurer: 

Mrs. Evelyn Baker  677-2727
	The Parish of New Dublin 

Wardens:

        Mr. Jerry Fultz              688-2778      

        Mr. Brady Himmelman 688-2531

Treasurer and Organist: 

Mrs. Yvonne Haughn 688-2651

Assistant Organist:  Mr. Paul Shields



ANNUAL CHURCH AND PARISH MEETINGS
All Meetings at 7:00pm (except St. Peter’s)

	Date


	Church/Parish
	Location

	Mon.     Jan 19
	St. Mary’s
	St. Mary’s Church, Crousetown

	Tues.     Jan 20
	St. Paul’s 
	Lorna Jorgenson’s, Cherry Hill 

	Wed.     Jan 21
	St. John’s 
	Dagley Home – #24 Massey Rd.

	Thurs.   Jan 22
	St. Alban’s
	St. Alban’s Church, Vogler’s Cove

	Mon.     Feb 2
	St. Michael’s 
	St. Michael’s Rectory, Petite Riviere

	Wed.     Feb 4
	St. James’
	Brady and Ramona Himmelmans’

	Thurs.   Feb 5
	St. Peter’s (2pm)
	Jerry Fultz’s Home, Pentz

	Fri.        Feb 6
	St. Mark’s 
	Leone Conrad’s – 28 Lane Road

	Wed.    Feb 11
	New Dublin
	St. James’ Church, LaHave

	Thurs   Feb 12
	Petite Riviere
	St. Michael’s Rectory, Petite Riviere


 

	Holy Communion

9:30am – St. James’ LaHave
11:00am – St. Mary’s Crousetown
Opening Hymn………………....#750 vv. 1-4, 6 The first Nowell
The Lord’s Prayer  and Collect for Purity……………………p. 67
The Ten Commandments……………………...……………..p. 68
Collect……………………………………………...……….p. 115
Lesson:              Isaiah 9:2-7……………………………….p. 116
Gradual Hymn……………..#93 The people that in darkness sat 
Gospel:              St. Luke 2:15-21…..………………...........p. 116
Nicene Creed…………...…………………………….............p. 71
Sermon

Offertory Hymn……...........#81 Angels from the realms of glory
Invitation, Confession, Absolution, Comfortable Words….. 76-78

Sursum Corda……………………………………...…………p. 78

Sanctus and Benedictus………………………………………p. 81

Prayer of Consecration………………………………...……..p. 82

Prayer of Humble Access and Agnus Dei………….……pp. 83-84

The Communion

Communion Hym…..#76 While shepherds watched their flocks The Lord’s Prayer and Thanksgiving………………………...p. 85

Gloria…………………………………………………………p. 86
Blessing 

Recessional Hymn…………..#748 We three kings of Orient are





	EVENING PRAYER

7:00pm – St. Alban’s Vogler’s Cove
Opening Hymn……..................#736 See amid the winter’s snow
Opening Sentences

Exhortation, Confession and Absolution……………..…pp. 18, 19

Lord’s Prayer

Opening Versicles and Responses……………………..……..p. 20

Psalms:


125, 126, 127.................................p. 499f
First Lesson

 

Magnificat (sung)………………………………..…………...p. 21

Second Lesson


Nunc Dimittis
 (sung)……………………………………….p. 22

Apostles Creed (said)
Versicles, Responses and Lord’s Prayer (sung)
Collects…………………………………………….pp. 115, 23, 24

Hymn....................................#93 The people that in darkness sat

Sermon

Offertory Hymn……...................#750 vv. 1-4, 6 The first Nowell
Prayers
and Grace

Closing Hymn………………..#741 Good Christian men rejoice



