Further Thoughts on the Readings
Fourth Sunday after Easter
To know God as Spirit is to have a new and different standpoint; sin and righteousness and judgement are no longer seen in terms of worldly standards and conventions and authorities.  Sin is essentially unbelief - a turning away from the revealed truth; righteousness is essentially obedience to that truth, and the basis of judgement is no longer a worldly standard - "the prince of this world is judged",  The Holy Spirit, "the Spirit of truth" is the living guide to all truth.  

The passage concludes by setting all this within the context of God's own life. "He (the Spirit) shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you. All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall show it unto you.” Father, Son and Spirit are one God.  To know God as life-giving Spirit is not to know some other God; it is to know God as Father, and God as Son, ever more perfectly in a spiritual way… 

"It is expedient for you that I go away", says Jesus.  Our worldly attachments are very strong, and the temptation is always strong to regard our religion as just another aspect of those worldly attachments - to make religion serve the world and our worldly interests.  But Jesus departs from us, and we must find him spiritually, or not at all.  It is in this sense that our worldly tribulations may be altogether salutary: by the harsh disciplines of disappointment and bewilderment and sorrow we may learn to find our treasure elsewhere, and our sorrow may be turned to joy.  

Robert Crouse
From a Sermon for the Fourth Sunday after Easter

Parish Announcements
Prayer – Please remember the following persons in your prayers this week:  

Our Armed Forces in Afghanistan;  For the safety of our lobster fishermen and a bountiful catch.

The Sick:  Marjorie Edwards, Art Frauzel, Karen MicivarMaurice , Chester Smith, Juanita Smith, Celia Spittle.

Other concerns:  Peter and Ingrid Henderson
Missions:  Our World Vision Children; The Bishop McAllister College, Uganda

Anglican Cycle of Prayer: North Queensland (Australia) Bp William Ray
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:

St. Luke’s, Dartmouth; Rev Canon Carolyn Tomlin and John Ferguson

St. John’s, Westphal, Rev Marilyn Newport and Reid

Retired Clergy  and Clergy Widows of Dartmouth Region:

Rev Canon Charles Black and Shirlie; Rev David Ferguson and Sheila; Rev Canon Edward Fiander and Carol; Right Rev Russell Hatton and Barbara; Rev Ernest Linton and Margaret; Rev Canon Peter MacDonald and Elizabeth; Rev Louise MacHardy, Deacon; Rev Arthur Snow and Marjorie; Rev Kirby Walsh and Linda; Rev Bruce Ward and Susan Widows: Mrs. Mary Cluett; Mrs. Corrine Earle; Mrs. Edith Ebsary; Mrs. Elizabeth Pitt; Mrs. Patti Reid

Diocese of Moosonee: Golden Valley, Val d'Or, Quebec
Extra Parochial Ministry
University Of King’s College Encaenia, May 14th.
This Week
Daily Bible Readings 

	
	Morning Prayer
	Evening Prayer

	Monday
	Josh. 1
	Acts 21:1-16
	Josh. 2
	Acts 21:17-36

	Tuesday
	Josh. 3
	Acts 21:37-22:22 
	Josh. 4:1-5:1
	Acts 22:23-23:11

	Wednesday
	Josh. 5:13-6:20
	Acts 23:12-35
	Josh. 7
	Acts 24:1-23

	Thursday
	Josh. 9:3-27
	Acts 24:24-25:12
	Josh. 10:1-15
	Acts 25:13-27

	Friday
	Josh. 21:43-22:8
	Acts 26
	Josh. 22:9-34
	Acts 27

	Saturday
	Josh. 23
	Acts 28:1-15
	Josh. 24:1-28
	Acts 28:16-31


	 
Next Sunday
 Sunday May 17 – Fifth Sunday after Easter (Rogation Sunday)

	9:00am

11:00am

7:00pm
	St. James' LaHave

St. Alban's Vogler's Cove

St. Mary's Crousetown
	Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer
Evening Prayer 


The Rector is on holidays until May 20.  

In case of a pastoral emergency please contact a parish warden who will connect you with a priest. 

(Petite Riviere:   George Hilchie at 688-2117)

(New Dublin:     Paul Shields at 688-2260)
Welcome to Worship
The Anglican Parishes of Petite Riviere & New Dublin
	Fourth Sunday after Easter
May 10, AD 2009
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Christ taking leave of his apostles Duccio di Buoninsegna c. 1308

The land which you are going over to possess 

is a land of hills and valleys, 

which drinks water by the rain from heaven, 

a land which the Lord your God cares for; 

the eyes of the Lord your God are always upon it, 

 from the beginning of the year to the end of the year. 
Deuteronomy 11:11-12
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Fourth Sunday after Easter

WHO has not sometimes thought: If I could see Jesus Christ as he was on this earth; if I could talk with him, if I could have certainty from those divine lips, and read assurance in those steady eyes, then I should lay hold of God.  So we think, but not so he teaches.  He is in the Supper Room, desiring in that last opportunity to enlighten his disciples' minds and to assure their faith.  But beyond a point he cannot.  He cannot teach them as fully, he says, as the Holy Ghost will teach them hereafter.  It is not so much the word of Jesus knocking at the mind's door that secures his admittance; it is the God within drawing the bolts with invisible fingers.  When your pride, he says, when your self-sufficiency has been shattered by the experience of my death, the Spirit will secure the admittance of all the truth you need to know.  And so it is: after half an hour's repentance before the cross of Christ, the Spirit shows us what years of study cannot discover, and what Christ present in the flesh might not avail to make us see.                                               

Austin  Farrer
From The Crown of the Year: Weekly Paragraphs on the Holy Sacrament

 
	Morning Prayer

9:00am – St. Paul’s Cherry Hill

11:00am – St. Peter’s West LaHave
Opening Hymn ……….…#167 Alleluia!  Alleluia!  [Hyfrydol 397]
Opening Sentences

Exhortation, Confession and Prayer for Pardon……...pp. 4, 5, 252
Lord’s Prayer

Opening Versicles and Responses…………………………….p. 6

Venite………………………………………………………….p. 6
Psalm:


126, 127, 128.........................pp. 500-501
First Lesson:              James 1:17-21…..…………………...p. 195
Te Deum Laudamus…..………………………...……………..p. 6
Second Lesson
         St. John 16:5-15….…........................p. 195
Benedictus………………..……………………………………p. 8
Apostles Creed (said)
Versicles, Responses and Lord’s Prayer (sung)
Collects…………………………………………….pp. 195, 11, 12
Hymn………….....  #478 Come, gracious Spirit, heavenly Dove
Sermon:  Mr. Dan Wilband
Offertory Hymn…..................#484 O Holy Spirit, Lord of grace
Prayers and Grace

Closing Hymn ………….............#273 O Spirit of the living God



On Easter 4

John Keble begins his poem for the fourth Sunday after Easter with the question,  

"My Saviour, can it ever be  
That I should gain by losing thee?"

It must have seemed startling to the disciples to be told that it was actually better for them if Jesus went away.  Indeed it must seem startling to us, too, until we think about it carefully.  Do we not often think how wonderful it would be if only Jesus were visibly with us here and now?  Wouldn't all our problems be solved?  Wouldn't all want and discord melt away?  But in so thinking we are being selfish.  The Holy Spirit whom our Lord sends to us is everywhere, wherever "two or three are gathered together in his name."  Only through the agency of his Holy Spirit could our Lord make good his promise to be with his Church always, "even unto the end of the world."  He could in his Spirit, be with all believers, in all places, in all times, to prepare them for his second bodily coming, at the Last Day. 

In the Old Testament readings for this coming week (Canadian BCP, 1962), we begin the Book of Joshua, which contains the story of the Children of Israel's entry into the Promised Land.  They have been prepared by forty long years of struggle, anxiety, and at times, chastisement.  Let us pray that by the Spirit's guidance, the "grace of our Lord Jesus Christ" may mould our "unruly wills and affections" and ready us for the Kingdom of Heaven.

excerpt from COMMON PRAYER: 
A Commentary on the Prayer Book Lectionary, Vol 3
