FURTHER THOUGHTS ON THE READINGS
THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD

The Wasteland and The Journey of the Magi [two poems written by T.S. Elliot, the first before his conversion, the latter, after] represent the two sides of Christmas: the two sides liturgically represented in Advent and Epiphany.  Advent sets before us the divine judgement upon a God-forsaking, and therefore seemingly God-forsaken world: “The Day of the Lord of hosts,” cries the Prophet, “The Day of the Lord of Hosts shall be upon all pleasant pictures” (or more literally, “upon all pictures of desire”) (Isa. 2:16).  That is the waste land.  But it is to that ruined and ruinous world that redemption comes: “When these things begin to come to pass,” says Jesus, “then look up, and lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth nigh”  (Luke 21:28).  It is in the waste land that the divine thunder speaks, it is in the wilderness that the Lord’s coming is prepared.  All that is Advent. 

Epiphany, on the other side of Christmas, looks upon the glory of that coming, now fulfilled: “we behold his glory,” says St. John, “the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).  And all the lessons of this Epiphany season illustrate the facets of that glory, manifest in signs and wonders: signs of divine wisdom and divine power – Jesus with the doctors in the Temple; Jesus turning water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana; Jesus healing the leper and the Centurion’s servant – signs of the glory of God manifest in Jesus Christ.  But the vision of that glory is a transforming vision; we are transformed by adoration: “changed into the same image…even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”  “We returned to our places, these kingdoms / But no longer at ease here,” says Eliot: no longer conformed to this world, but transformed by the renewing of our minds. 

“Where is he that is born king of the Jews?”  Where is the Son of God, who comes to save us?  Where is that Bread of Life for which our spirits faint?  Faith bids us find him, as it were, in a stable.  Faith bids us find the word of God in human words; faith bids us taste the very life of God in elements of bread and wine; faith bids us meet and serve the son of God in one another – in the least of these, his brethren; to see and to declare his glory shining there.  There, you see, in Bethlehem for us, now and always.  There in Epiphany for us; there his glory shines, and there we make our gifts of adoration. 

And so, if we make our own winter journey to Christ; if we do behold our Lord and Saviour, there in Bethlehem, and adore him there, we do not return unchanged.  We do not return to Herod; transformed by adoration, we go home “another way.”    

“They departed into their own country another way.”
Robert Crouse
from a Sermon for the Epiphany
For more see LectionaryCentral.com and click on “Epiphany”
Parish Announcements
Prayer – Please remember the following persons in your prayers this week:  

Our Armed Forces in Afghanistan

For the safety of our lobster fishermen as the season has opened.

The Sick:   Kim Butcher, Anson Conrad, Leone Conrad, Maurice FinneyMaurice Finney, Marie Gibson, Ruby Gray, Pearl Herman, Wanda Jamieson, Andrea Lee, Teddy Leebrook, Paul Mailman, Lucas Singleton, Juanita Smith.

The Grieving:   Families/friends of Bryce Baker.
Missions:  Our World Vision Children; The Bishop McAllister College, Uganda

Anglican Cycle of Prayer:  
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:   

  Sue, Diocesan Bishop, and Bruce; Retired Archbishop Arthur, and Elizabeth

  Caleb, Archbishop of Moosonee, and Maureen; David, Bishop of Keewatin, and Penny

  Ralph, Bishop of Niagara, and Carol; Michael, Coadjutor of Niagara, and Susan

  Elson, Bishop of Manicaland in Zimbabwe, and Victoria

  Preparations being made for 'Celebration 2010' in the Regions and the Diocese.
	This Week


Daily Bible Readings 

	
	Morning Prayer
	Evening Prayer

	Monday
	Amos 1
	Mt. 5:17-end
	Amos 2
	1 Thess. 4:1-12

	Tuesday
	Amos 3 
	Mt. 6:1-18
	Amos 4
	1 Thess. 4:13-5:11

	Wednesday
	Amos 5
	Mt. 6:19-end
	Amos 6
	2 Thess. 5:12-end

	Thursday
	Amos 7
	Mt. 7
	Amos 8
	2 Thess. 1

	Friday
	Amos 9
	Mt. 8:1-17
	Micah 1
	2 Thess. 2

	Saturday
	Micah 2
	Mt. 8:18-34
	Micah 3
	2 Thess. 3


Daily (!) Annual Church Meetings

	Tues.     Jan 8
	St. Mary’s
	St. Mary’s Church, Crousetown

	Wed.     Jan 9
	St. John’s 
	Dagley Home – #24 Massey Rd.

	Thurs.   Jan 10
	St. Paul’s 
	Lorna Jorgenson’s, Cherry Hill 

	Fri.        Jan 11
	St. Alban’s
	St. Alban’s Church, Vogler’s Cove


	Next Sunday
Sunday January 13 – The First Sunday after Epiphany

	8:15am

9:30am

11:00am
	St. Michael’s – Petite Riviere 

St. Alban’s – Vogler’s Cove

New Dublin at St. Peter’s West LaHave
	Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Holy Communion



Welcome to Worship
The Anglican Parishes of Petite Riviere & New Dublin
	The Epiphany of our Lord
January 6, AD 2008
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Epiphany, Hieronymus Bosch, 1480-90
When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
with exceeding great joy.  And when they 
were come into the house, they saw
 the young child with Mary his mother, 
and fell down, and worshipped him: and 
when they had opened their treasures,
 they presented unto him gifts; 
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 

Matthew 2:10-11





	Parish Directory

www.prnd.ca

The Rt. Rev. Susan Moxley, Bishop of the Diocese of Nova Scotia & PEI

5732 College Street, Halifax NS, B3H 1X3  Tel: (902) 420-0717  Website: www.nspeidiocese.ca

The Rev. David G. Phillips, Rector 

St. Michael’s Rectory, 5822 Highway 331, Petite Riviere, NS, B0J 2P0

Rectory:  (902) 688-2228  E-mail:   revdgphillips@hotmail.com

The Rev. Canon Dr. Robert Crouse, Honorary Assistant Priest and Organist
R.R. #2 Italy Cross, NS, B0J 1V0   Website: www.prayerbook.ca/crouse


	The Parish of Petite Riviere
St. John’s Bell’s Island

St. Michael’s Petite Riviere

St. Mary’s Crousetown

St. Mark’s Broad Cove

St. Paul’s Cherry Hill

St. Alban’s Vogler’s Cove
Wardens:

          Mr. George Hilchey  688-2117

          Mr. Merville Smith   677-2475

Treasurer: Mrs. Evelyn Baker 677-2727
	The Parish of New Dublin 

St. Peter’s West LaHave

St. James’ LaHave

St. John’s West Dublin
Wardens:

        Mr. Jerry Fultz              688-2778      

        Mr. Brady Himmelman 688-2531

Treasurer and Organist: 

Mrs. Yvonne Haughn 688-2651




ANNUAL CHURCH AND PARISH MEETINGS
All Meetings at 7:00pm (except St. Peter’s)

	Date


	Church/Parish
	Location

	Tues.     Jan 8
	St. Mary’s
	St. Mary’s Church, Crousetown

	Wed.     Jan 9
	St. John’s 
	Dagley Home – #24 Massey Rd.

	Thurs.   Jan 10
	St. Paul’s 
	Lorna Jorgenson’s, Cherry Hill 

	Fri.        Jan 11
	St. Alban’s
	St. Alban’s Church, Vogler’s Cove

	Tues.     Jan 15
	St. Michael’s 
	St. Michael’s Rectory, Petite Riviere

	Wed.     Jan 16
	St. James’
	Brady and Ramona Himmelmans’

	Thurs.   Jan 17
	St. Peter’s (1pm)
	Jerry Fultz Home, Pentz

	Fri.        Jan 18
	St. Mark’s 
	Leone Conrad’s – 28 Lane Road

	Mon.    Jan 21
	Petite Riviere
	St. Michael’s Rectory, Petite Riviere

	Wed.    Jan 23
	New Dublin
	St. James’ Church, LaHave




	Holy Communion

9:30am – St. John’s West Dublin 
11:00am – St. Mary’s Crousetown
Opening Hymn.#98 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness
The Lord’s Prayer  and Collect for Purity……………………p. 67
The Summary of the Law……………………...……………..p. 69
Collect……………………………………………...……….p. 117
Lesson:              Ephesians 3:1-12..………………………..p. 117
Gradual Hymn……………..#93 The people that in darkness sat
Gospel:              St. Matthew 2:1-12……..…………...........p. 118
Nicene Creed…………...…………………………….............p. 71
Sermon

Offertory Hymn…….................#97 As with gladness men of old
Invitation, Confession, Absolution, Comfortable Words….. 76-78

Sursum Corda……………………………………...…………p. 78

Sanctus and Benedictus………………………………………p. 81

Prayer of Consecration………………………………...……..p. 82

Prayer of Humble Access and Agnus Dei………….……pp. 83-84

The Communion

Communion Hymn…………..#748 We three kings of orient are
The Lord’s Prayer and Thanksgiving………………………...p. 85

Gloria…………………………………………………………p. 86
Blessing 

Recessional Hymn….........#91 O thou who by a star didst guide





	Evening Prayer
4:00pm – St. Paul’s Cherry Hill
Opening Hymn….#98 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness
Opening Sentences

Exhortation, Confession and Absolution……………..…pp. 18, 19

Lord’s Prayer

Opening Versicles and Responses……………………..……..p. 20

Psalms:


72………….....................................p. 418
First Lesson

 

Magnificat (sung)………………………………..…………...p. 21

Second Lesson


Nunc Dimittis
 (sung)……………………………………….p. 22

Apostles Creed (said)
Versicles, Responses and Lord’s Prayer (sung)
Collects…………………………….………………pp. 117, 23, 24

Hymn……………………..…....#93 The people that in darkness Sermon
Offertory Hymn………….…..#748 We three kings of orient are
Prayers
and Grace

Closing Hymn……....................#97 As with gladness men of old



The Journey of the Magi
(concluding paragraph of the poem)

All this was a long time ago, I remember,
And I would do it again, but set down
This set down
This: were we led all that way for
Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly,
We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death,
But had thought they were different; this Birth was
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,
With an alien people clutching their gods.
I should be glad of another death.

T.S.Eliot
