Further Thoughts on the Readings
Trinity Sunday
"We worship one God in Trinity, and the Trinity in unity," says the Creed of St. Athanasius.  "Three Persons and One God."  But what does that mean, beyond sheer mystification?  There are certainly many homely images employed in an effort to explain.  There is the venerable image of the shamrock—three leaves, and yet one leaf.  There is the image of the man who has three characters—Father to his children, husband to his wife, worker in his profession.  Perhaps such illustrations help, but they certainly do not come very close to what we want to say; and often they are misleading, and even downright heretical—Arian, or worse!

 

St. Augustine does better.  He asks us to consider the life of the human soul, God's image.  The soul remembers, it knows, it loves.  These are three activities, and yet they are the activity of one soul.  In us, these personal activities are an imperfect unity--our reason and our love do not simply coincide.  God is the perfect unity of personal activity: He is, He knows, He loves; and with Him, these three are one.  Father, Word and Spirit, three persons and one God: all equally divine, all absolutely God, one substance, one reality.  God is not three beings, three "personalities:" God is one.  Yet His unity is not a dead and static thing—He is the living God.  His is the unity of personal activity: He is, He knows, he loves, eternally; and with God these personal activities, these "persons", have a unity and equality towards which we can only strive.  Our life is ever an imitation of that perfect life in which we are called to share as sons.

 

To us, God's life remains a mystery.  But that does not mean that we understand nothing, that we "ignorantly worship."  It means that we understand imperfectly a truth which exceeds our comprehension; and our knowing ends in the worship of a glory which remains always beyond it.  And thus we return to the language of poetry and prophecy.  "Behold a door is opened in heaven", and we catch a glimpse of the majesty of God.

Cherubim and seraphim
Veil their faces with their wings;
Eyes of angels are too dim
To behold the king of kings,
While they sing eternally
To the Blessed Trinity.
                                                                                  
 Robert Crouse
From a Sermon for Trinity Sunday
See also   www.lectionarycentral.com   and click on “Trinity”
Parish Announcements
Prayer – Please remember the following persons in your prayers this week:  

The Sick:  Marjorie Edwards, Art Frauzel, Raymond Getson, Susan Harris, Brian Laird (wife Pam, daughter Umeko), June Manthorne, John Pearce, Juanita Smith, Celia Spittle.
The Grieving:  Family and friends of Randall Wolfe, Peter Burton
Missions:  Our World Vision Children; The Bishop McAllister College, Uganda

Anglican Cycle of Prayer: Okigwe South (Nigeria)  Vacant 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: 
Falkland and Purcell’s Cove, Rev Allen Frye, Priest-in-Charge, and Dianna

St. Augustine’s, Jollimore, The Reverend John Scott

Diocese of Moosonee: St. Stephen's, Calstock
Pray for all people and their ministries in our Companion Dioceses of Moosonee, and Manicaland in Zimbabwe.

This Week
Daily Bible Readings 

	
	Morning Prayer
	Evening Prayer

	Monday
	Job 1
	James 1
	Job 2
	Mark 1:14-31

	Tuesday
	Job 3
	James 2:1-13
	Job 4
	Mark 1:32-45

	Wednesday
	Job 5
	James 2:14-26
	Job 6
	Mark 2:1-22

	Thursday
	Job 7
	James 3 
	Job 8
	Mark 2:23-3:12

	Friday
	Job 9
	James 4
	Job 10
	Mark 3:13-end

	Saturday
	Job 11
	James 5
	Job 12
	Mark 4:1-34


	  Thursday June 11 – The Feast of St. Barnabas the Apostle

	10:00am
	St. Michael and All Angels Petite Riviere
	Holy Communion

	 
Next Sunday
 Sunday June 14 – THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

	8:00am

9:00am

11:00am
	St. Michael and All Angels Petite Riviere

St. John’s West Dublin

St. Alban’s Vogler’s Cove
	Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Holy Communion
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 Icon of the Holy Trinity – Rublev c. 1410
Thou art worthy, O Lord,
To receive glory and honour and power;
For thou hast created all things,
And for thy pleasure they are, and were created.
Revelation 4:11





	

Parish Directory

www.prnd.ca

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Susan Moxley, Bishop of the Diocese of Nova Scotia & PEI

The Rt. Rev. Ron Cutler, Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese of NS & PEI

both can be reached at:

5732 College Street, Halifax NS, B3H 1X3  Tel: (902) 420-0717  

Website: www.nspeidiocese.ca

The Rev. David G. Phillips, Rector 

St. Michael’s Rectory, 5822 Highway 331, Petite Riviere, NS, B4V 5Y3

Rectory:  (902) 688-2228  E-mail:   revdgphillips@hotmail.com

The Rev. Canon Dr. Robert Crouse, Honorary Assistant Priest and Organist
R.R. #2 Italy Cross, NS, B0J 1V0   Website: www.prayerbook.ca/crouse


	The Parish of Petite Riviere
Wardens:

          Mr. George Hilchey  688-2117

            Mr. Barry Smith   677-2070

Treasurer: 

Mrs. Evelyn Baker  677-2727
	The Parish of New Dublin 

Wardens:

        Mr. Jerry Fultz               688-2778      

        Mr. Brady Himmelman 688-2531

        Mr. Paul Shields            688-2260

Treasurer and Organist: 

Mrs. Yvonne Haughn 688-2651

Assistant Organist:  Mr. Paul Shields




A Vision of the Holy Trinity

from a poem by Jacopone da Todi  c. 1230-1306
…The ignorant Intellect makes its way gropingly,
Barred from rising into that dark sky.

It would be an offense to try to measure infinity,

To grope for what lies beyond our powers of comprehension.

The ignorant Intellect thus swears fealty,
Makes an act of faith in the Omnipotent, and promises

Not to call on reason to resolve faith’s difficulties;

It lives in humility, drowned in the depths.

O wise ignorance, led to such heights,

You have risen miraculously to the point

Where there is neither word nor tongue,

And there you stand in a stupor, marveling.

“Tell me, O most noble soul, what you see.”

“I see something unseen, and sense a smile;

(I cannot say more, nor do I understand.)

I see in all its splendor a place of wonder.

“Tell me, now, the fruits of that vision!”

“A life well-ordered in every respect,

And a heart, once impure and lower than Hell,

Now the abode of the Trinity, a bed made holy.”

Translated by Serge and Elizabeth Hughes


	Holy Communion

9:30am – St. James’ LaHave
11:00am – St. Mary’s Crousetown
Opening Hymn ……...#1 Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty
The Lord’s Prayer  and Collect for Purity……………………p. 67
Summary of the Law ……………………...…………………p. 69
Collect……………………………………………...……….p. 214
Lesson:              Revelation 4:1-11..……………………......p. 215
Gradual Hymn………...#436 Have mercy on us, God most high
Gospel:              St. John 3:1-15…........................................p. 216
Creed of St. Athanasius...……………………………...........p. 695
Sermon

Offertory Hymn…....................#284 Thou whose almighty word
Intercession …………………………………………………..p. 75

Invitation, Confession, Absolution, Comfortable Words…...76-78

Sursum Corda……………………………………...…………p. 78

Sanctus and Benedictus………………………………………p. 81

Prayer of Consecration………………………………...……..p. 82

Prayer of Humble Access and Agnus Dei………….…...pp. 83-84

The Communion

Communion Hymn…#812 (vs. 1, 5, 6, 7) I bind unto myself today
                                or #369 Bright the vision that delighted
The Lord’s Prayer and Thanksgiving………………………...p. 85
The Gloria.................................................................................p. 86

Blessing 

Closing Hymn……………………….#184 Holy, Holy, Holy, LORD





	Evensong
7:00pm – St. John’s Church in Lunenburg
A special Regional Choral Evensong will be held

 in Lunenburg at which the new Regional Dean, 

the Rev. Michael Mitchell, will be installed.



\

A Description of the Rublev Icon of the Holy Trinity 
(fold over the cover of this bulletin to see a picture of it)

The Christ figure is in the centre and rests two fingers on the table - laying onto it His divine and His human nature.  He points to a cup filled with wine (Holy Communion).  Behind the figure is a tree.  This could be the oak tree at Mamre under which the three angelic visitors rested.  The hospitality of Abraham and Sarah was rewarded in the gift of a son.  The tree may also represent the Cross - the tree on which our Saviour died.  The tree of death which becomes the tree of eternal life - lost to humanity by the disobedience of Adam and Eve - restored to us by the obedience of Jesus.  It may also be the tree of life in Revelation bearing twelve kinds of fruit one for each month of the year and the leaves of this tree are for the healing of the nations.  The Christ figure in turn inclines towards the figure on the left - and we are drawn to gaze there too.

On the left is a figure at rest within Himself, representing the Father - the One who is Creator who cannot be seen by His human creatures.  Both hands clasp the staff.  All authority in heaven and on earth belong to the Father.   Behind the figure is a house the dwelling place of God.  Jesus says, "In my Father's House are many mansions - I go to prepare a place for you..."  "Those who love Me will keep My word and My Father will love them - and we will come to them and make our home with them".

The figure on the right signifies the Spirit.  The Spirit touches the table - earthing the divine life of God.  Behind the figure is a mountain.  Mountains are places where people often encountered God - places where heaven and earth seem to touch.  Moses met God on mountains.  Jesus was transfigured whilst in prayer on a mountain.   Elijah could not find God in the earthquake - the wind - the fire on the mountain - but in the gentle breeze which carried the voice of God deep into his being.   The Spirit inclines - drawing our gaze  back to the central figure - representing Christ. 

