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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore.
The most joyful celebrations of our lives are about deliverance and victory from difficulty, from struggle and suffering.  We celebrate the birth of a child but only after a mother has carried the child with courage and patience and in great suffering given birth.  We celebrate graduations at various levels as youth and adults struggle with learning, passing out of ignorance into knowledge.  We celebrate the marriage of a man and a woman, who have been alone and have now found friendship and love and are joined together as one.  As societies, we celebrate the end of wars and calamities overcome.  The celebration is always greater the more hardship that an individual or a society has triumphed over.

Christmas, the celebration of the coming of Christ into the world is heightened, is more joyful, the more we come to see and realize in our lives the salvation that it means to us individually, to our families, to all nations, and to the whole of Creation.  As our hearts are converted, more and more each year, the outward cheerfulness of Christmas – the carols, the lights, the presents, the feasts, the worship – is accompanied by a deeper inward joy.  Our hearts are moved by a calm, a peace, an assurance that transforms our whole lives.

But the birth of the Saviour Jesus Christ only makes sense when we come to see that we are in need of saving.

We can cheer ourselves with the temporary pleasures of this life, we can lose ourselves in our earthly loves for family and friends, all good things, but again and again we find that the reality of our lives and of this world crashes in on us.  We are not in paradise.  There are glimpses of heaven but there is also the reality of, at times, a kind of earthly hell.  If we live by ourselves, we can be plagued by loneliness and boredom.  If we are married, we may find the relations with 
our spouse are not be as ideal as we had hoped, or have broken irreparably.  When we gather as a family at Christmas time or at other gatherings, we see love but it can be tainted by an unwillingness to forgive, by envy, jealousies, anger and frustrations that don’t seem to go away.  We can catch ourselves saying mean things to those we love or being inattentive to their needs,
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being unloving, selfish.  Our relations with those we work with and even our brothers and sisters in Christ in the Church are not perfect.  And sometimes the reality of our mortality crashes in on us as our bodies endure suffering and sickness and disorder and especially when a loved one dies.  The death of the body seems like such an offence to life.

The reality of our lives is that there is a disorder in Creation, a dis-ease, something’s not right.  And this state of reality has been described over the centuries by Christians and non-Christians alike.  It is described in the Bible, among other ways, as “walking in darkness.”

In the Middle Ages, Dante wrote a famous poem, The Divine Comedy, in which he suddenly realizes this.  The first lines of the poem are, Midway this way of life we’re bound upon, I woke to find myself in a dark wood, where the right road was wholly lost and gone…How I got into it I cannot say, because I was so heavy and full of sleep when first I stumbled from the narrow way.”  It is actually a moment of grace in his soul when Dante realizes that he is lost.  
Our disobedience to the call of love results in the isolation of ourselves from God and one another.  It is a state of loneliness that we all know to some extent, that we experience from time to time.  We now suffer outside of paradise.

It is into this darkness, if we acknowledge it, that God’s Word speaks so powerfully:
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.
In Advent we ponder and prepare our hearts to understand and to know more fully that God has not abandoned us but brings about deliverance through a Child who will be called, Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.
I invite you to enter into this holy season of Advent, of spiritual preparation.  Let us inwardly digest His Word written and feed upon His spiritual Body and Blood that our Christmas joy and inward peace may deepen, that we may see the beginning of the fulfillment of the promises of God with us and in us.  Let us look expectantly for Christ, and wonder at the transformation of our hearts and minds and souls and the hearts and minds and souls of our brothers and sisters in Christ from glory to glory, from a lowly stable to the heights of heaven.






May the Lord bless you and keep you,






        

  David Phillips 

