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The Anglican Parishes of
Petite Riviere & New Dublin
The Rev. David G. Phillips, Rector
2506 Highway 331 West LaHave
R.R.1 Pleasantville NS B0R 1G0  
(902) 688-2228 

revdgphillips@hotmail.com
Eve of Michaelmas, AD 2004
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with you all.
This letter is meant to serve as an introduction and as an invitation to worship this Fall.
For those of you whom I have not met, I have been called to be the new Rector of the Parishes of Petite Riviere and New Dublin and began this ministry on September 1.  My hope is to be able to visit with you individually in the months to come as I settle in to these Parishes.

Here are a few words on my background.  I was born and raised in Ottawa by parents who grew up on farms in Southern Manitoba.  I was baptized and grew up in the United Church of Canada.  In my early teens I attended an Evangelical Free Church and then spent several years outside of any church, yet seeking Christ, though I didn’t know it.  I attended the University of Toronto and received a degree in Chemical Engineering and practiced that profession working for the Federal Government in Product Safety.  In my late twenties I was drawn back to Christ and then into the Anglican Church of Canada.  I returned to University to study Divinity at Wycliffe College in Toronto in 1991.  After graduation and ordination I served as a parish priest among the Naskapi Cree in Kawawachikamach in Northern Quebec for five years and then as Executive Archdeacon in the Diocese of Saskatchewan.  Discerning a call back to parish ministry I was led to these Parishes, and your wardens and the Bishop have concurred.  I give thanks to God for this ministry and this new life that is opening up here and for the warm welcome I have received over the past month.
Our Parishes are also pleased to be able to welcome Mr. Nick Hatt to assist in Sunday worship, and to work one day per week for the parishes in visitation and ministry to youth.  Mr. Hatt is in the process of postulancy with the Diocese of Nova Scotia and PEI, discerning a call to ordained ministry.  He has completed a B.A. degree at the University of King’s College in Halifax and plans to study Divinity at the Atlantic School of Theology beginning in September 2005.  Mr. Hatt has grown up in Chester and is a licenced lay reader.  He has moved into the Rectory at Petite Riviere (688-1003).
In a few weeks we will be celebrating Thanksgiving in the various parish churches and I have enclosed a Schedule of service times and places for that celebration and for the rest of October and November.  I hope you can join us to give thanks to God for the great benefits that we have received at His hands. Also enclosed is a sermon from last Sunday which provides something of an introduction to the theme of the sermons over the next seven weeks – the Life of Heaven.  
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But how can we offer our thanks to God?  Perhaps the ways we can offer our thanks are best expressed in the offertory sentences spoken in the Holy Communion service throughout the Church year:

Advent.  As we have opportunity, let us do good unto all men; and especially unto them that are of the household of faith.                                                                                             Galatians 6.10
Christmas.  Brethren, you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that you through his poverty might become rich. 2 Corinthians 8.9 
Lent.  I beseech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.                           Romans 12.1
Passiontide.  Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God.                                                                                                   Ephesians 5.2
Maundy Thursday.  Our Lord Jesus Christ saith: A new commandment I give you, that ye love one another; even as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.                         St. John 13.34
Easter and Festivals.  Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.                                      Revelation 5.12
Ascension Day.  Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither rust nor moth doth corrupt, and where thieves do no break through and steal; for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.                                                                                                St. Matthew 6.20,21
Whitsunday.  Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, even so do unto them; for this the Law and the Prophets.                                                                                         St. Matthew 7.12
Trinity.  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth with will of my Father which is in heaven.                                              St. Matthew 7.21
Rogation and Harvest.  He that soweth little shall reap little; and he that soweth plenteously shall reap plenteously. Let every man do according as he is disposed in his heart, not grudgingly, or of necessity; for God loveth a cheerful giver.                                                            2 Corinthians 9.6,7
I hope you will be able to join us for worship and for the Holy Communion of the Body and Blood of Christ, the remembrance of our Lord’s perfect offering of praise and thanksgiving that enables us to be truly thankful:

Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for thee, and feed on Him in thy heart by faith, with thanksgiving… Drink this in remembrance that Christ’s blood was shed for thee and be thankful...







Yours sincerely, in Christ,







David Phillips 
