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The Feast of the Ascension, AD 2005
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore.
We are witnessing all around us signs of new life springing up in Nova Scotia.  I’ve been seeing lots of new growth in the Rectory gardens.  I’m not sure what will come from the shoots before the flowers appear as it is my first Spring in the Parishes, but am thankful to be enjoying the benefits and entering into the labours of those who have been here before.  I’m also having to learn about pruning apple trees.
On April 26, about fifty parishioners, some from each of the eight churches, were able to attend a Bible study – I am the true Vine and my Father is the Vinedresser – with a demonstration of vinedressing by Carol Wamboldt and wine tasting and feasting at the Petite Riviere Winery in Crousetown.  It is good to reflect on the biblical images of gardening that our Lord gives us to understand him better and to understand our sufferings and our joys in the light of his love. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.  [John 15:2]
Our Sunday readings in the Prayer Book at the Holy Communion follow a one year cycle.  The first half of the year stretches from Advent to Pentecost, where we ponder the various doctrines of God – the Incarnation, the earthly life of our Lord, His passion, death and Resurrection, His Ascension and finally the sending of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  In the second half of the year we consider in the season of Trinity our new life in the Spirit in the light of the love of God revealed in the first half of the year.  It is a time to reflect on our sanctification, our growth in holiness as we mature in Christ and begin to bear fruit.
In June we enter into this second half of the Church year – Trinity season.  John Cassian, a monk from the 5th century, describes in his Conferences what may have been a part of the reasoning behind the ordering of the Sunday lessons in Trinity season, at least in the early weeks of the season.  
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Cassian says this:
When they [the spiritual directors in a monastery or, in our case, the Bible readings themselves], explain the illusions arising from all the passions, those who are…fervent in spirit may know the secret of their struggles, and seeing them as in a glass, may learn both the causes of the sins by which they are troubled, and the remedies for them, and
being instructed beforehand concerning the approach of future struggles, may be taught how they ought to guard against them, or to meet them and to fight with them.  As clever physicians are accustomed not only to heal already existing diseases, but also by a wise skill to seek to obviate future ones, and to prevent them by their prescriptions and healing draughts, so these true physicians of the soul by means of spiritual conferences, like some celestial antidote, destroy beforehand those maladies of the soul which would arise, and do not allow them to gain a footing… as they unfold to them the causes of the passions which threaten them, and the remedies which will heal them.
I hope that over this coming Trinity season we will come to understand better our souls and their struggles (the passions); that we will be quick to bring our burdens before Christ for relief, for healing and for transformation; and that we will be encouraged by the pouring out of heavenly gifts and the promises of spiritual maturity as we draw closer to Jesus and are made meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.  
Enclosed you will find a Summer Worship Schedule for the Parishes.  Please note that the addition of daily Morning and Evening Prayer (Tuesday to Saturday) at two churches from May to September and a midweek Holy Communion service at 7pm at St. John’s Church on Bell Island from June to August.  This Worship Schedule and a Calendar of Coming Events can also be found on our parish website (www.prnd.ca).  I hope you will be able to set aside time at 7:00pm on Monday, July 25 for a special 100th Anniversary worship service and reception at 
St. James Church in LaHave.
Plans are under way for two Vacation Bible Schools in the Parishes this summer, July 18 to 22 in New Dublin Parish and August 15 to 19 in Petite Riviere Parish.  Those interested in sending their children or grandchildren or in helping out should contact Mr. Nicholas Hatt at 688-1003.  An announcement will be made of a Bible study in June and July shortly.  
May God grant that this summer we may bear abundant fruit to His glory.







Yours sincerely, in Christ,







David Phillips
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