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Lent, AD 2007
Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all them that are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
The above prayer is the Collect for Ash Wednesday and is used throughout Lent in our worship.  The language of “acknowledging our wretchedness” is harsh to modern ears – but it is the experience especially of the saints as they draw nearer to the perfection and beauty and glory of God.  Think of the first words on the lips of those in the Bible who were gifted by a vision or manifestation of God’s holiness.  It is part of the experience of love, a certain knowledge of unworthiness.  Yet Christ tells us repeatedly in the Gospels to be not afraid to draw near to God.  
During this Lent I hope you will take the opportunity for quiet reflection and for contemplation (see an Article for the Bridgewater Bulletin on the back of this letter) to draw near to God.  There will also be opportunities to gather with others and think on some of the parables of Jesus about the Kingdom of Heaven.  Enclosed is a sheet with times and locations of a 5-week Home Study Group to which you are most welcome to join.  
Also enclosed is a copy of the worship schedule for Lent and Easter following pretty much the pattern of services from the past couple of months.  
For those who are undertaking some Lenten discipline of self denial, this is a time of heightened awareness of the temptations that we face on the road to God.  Jesus is our pattern to help us through this wilderness [Matt. 4:1-11].  Remember that as he was ministered to by angels, so might we expect to be granted heavenly ministrations to strengthen us as we are led through a kind of death to new life in Him.





  Yours sincerely, in the love of Christ,






        

  David Phillips 
St. Alban’s Vogler’s Cove – St. Paul’s Cherry Hill – St. Mark’s Broad Cove – St. Mary’s Crousetown – St. Michael’s Petite Riviere – St. John’s Bell’s Island –St. John’s West Dublin – St. James’ LaHave – St. Peter’s West LaHave
Contemplation

This season of Lent is, for many Christians, a time of spiritual preparation through various forms of self-denial such as fasting and almsgiving.  

When we deny ourselves we sort of “pull the plug” on some earthly pleasure such as our regular pattern of eating, or perhaps too much watching of TV or use of the internet or some other pleasure.  If we do this it leaves us feeling unstable, not knowing quite what to do with ourselves, maybe even a little anxious, because we are used to having these earthly consolations as part of our happiness.  

But if we deny ourselves for spiritual reasons, we don’t just run to some other earthly consolation for a quick fix of our anxiety.  Instead, we turn that longing for satisfaction into a seeking out of some spiritual consolation, even God – giving a little more time to prayer, to reading God’s Word, perhaps to some act of charity, but we should not forget the gift of contemplation.
What is contemplation?  The Christian tradition has held that contemplation is the highest form of prayer.  When we think of prayer, often we think of the speaking of the thoughts of our heart – articulating our desires, our hopes – to God, and this is certainly a kind of prayer.  Another kind of prayer is meditation on God, such as thinking upon some aspect of the life of Jesus and how it might relate to our life.  But this still involves discursive thought and so is not contemplation.  Contemplation could be described as the loving beholding of God, an adoring seeing of all things in God.  It is, in a way, to be like God.

How is it that we are like God when we contemplate?  The very life of God the Holy Trinity is a kind of contemplation.  The Father looks upon the Son, who is a perfect image of the Father, in love, the Holy Spirit.  The Son beholds the Father, in love, the Holy Spirit.  [John 14-17]

When we, God’s creatures, who are in the mind of God, instead of being totally immersed in the business of creaturely things, stop and look back upon the One who made all things, lovingly beholding all things as from God and in God, we have entered into or been caught up in that divine contemplation.  

But we discover our vision is not so clear: now we see through a glass darkly, but then face to face [1 Cor 13].  It is the pure in heart, says Jesus, who shall see God [Matt 5:8].  When we turn to look, there are obstacles to our vision, but they are obstacles that our Lord is most pleased to remove, if we confess them and believe in him, hope in him, and love him.

LENT 2007
 

Home study groups:

 

The Kingdom of Heaven is

like unto...
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…a grain of mustard seed.
…a treasure hid in a field.
…a net, that was cast into the sea.
…a man…which went out…to hire labourers. 
…a king, which made a marriage feast for his son.
 

turn over for details…

Lent 2007Home Study Groups:

Each week we will meet in small groups in homes around the parishes to consider these parables of Jesus found in St. Matthew's Gospel (Matthew 13:31f; 13:44f; 13:47f; 20:1f; 22:2f)  

The purpose will be to try to hear what Jesus is saying to us, to have a discussion about their meaning, to deepen our fellowship and our love of God and our desire for the kingdom of heaven.  One of the parables will be considered in all of the four locations each week.  

You may chose to move around or to meet in the same place for the 5 weeks.  

	 
	Fr. Crouse’s 

Home
22 Crouse Rd
Crousetown
	St. Peter’s 

Rectory
2506 Hwy 331
West LaHave
	Ida Regan’s 

Home
7704 Hwy 331
Cherry Hill
	Joan Patterson’s 
Home
5666 Hwy 331
Petite Riviere

	Week 1
mustard seed
	Feb 27
Tues 10am
	Feb 27
Tues 3pm
	Mar 1
Thurs 3pm
	Mar 1
Thurs 7pm

	Week 2
a treasure hid
	-----
	March 6
Tues 7pm
	March 8
Thurs 3pm
	March 8
Thurs 7pm

	Week 3
a net cast
	March 13
Tues 3pm
	March 13
Tues 7pm
	March 15
Thurs 3pm
	March 15
Thurs 7pm

	Week 4
an employer
	March 20
Tues 3pm
	March 20
Tues 7pm
	March 22
Thurs 3pm
	March 22
Thurs 7pm

	Week 5
a marriage
	March 27
Tues 3pm
	March 27
Tues 7pm
	March 29
Thurs 3pm
	March 29
Thurs 7pm


 
Worship Schedule

EASTER 2007
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	Saturday April 7 – Easter Eve 

	8:00pm
	St. Mary’s Crousetown
	Holy Communion

	Sunday April 8 – EASTER DAY

	8:15am
9:30am
11:00am
7:00pm
	St. Michael’s – Petite Riviere 

St. Paul’s – Cherry Hill

New Dublin at St. John’s West Dublin

St. Alban’s – Vogler’s Cove
	Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion

Evening Prayer 

	Monday April 9 – Monday in Easter Week

	10:00am
	St. Mark’s – Broad Cove
	Holy Communion

	Tuesday April 10 – Tuesday in Easter Week

	10:00am
	St. Peter’s – West LaHave
	Holy Communion

	Sunday April 15 – Octave Day of Easter

	9:30am
11:00am
7:00pm
	New Dublin at St. James’  LaHave 

St. Mark’s – Broad Cove
St. Mary’s – Crousetown
	Holy Communion 
Holy Communion

Evening Prayer 
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Worship Schedule

Lent and Easter 2007 

The Anglican Parishes of Petite Riviere & New Dublin www.prnd.ca
Worship Schedule

Lent 2007
	Saturday February 24 – The Feast of St. Matthias

	10:00am
	St. John’s – West Dublin
	Holy Communion

	Sunday February 25 – First Sunday in Lent

	8:15am
9:30am
11:00am
4:00pm
	St. Mary’s – Crousetown 

St. Alban’s – Vogler's Cove

St. Michael's - Petite Riviere

New Dublin at St. James LaHave
	Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion

Evening Prayer

	Sunday March 4 – Second Sunday in Lent

	8:15am
9:30am
11:00am
4:00pm
	St. Michael’s – Petite Riviere

New Dublin at St. Peter’s West LaHave

St. Mary’s – Crousetown 

St. Mark’s – Broad Cove
	Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion

Evening Prayer

	Sunday March 11 – Third Sunday in Lent

	8:15am
9:30am
11:00am
4:00pm
	St. Michael’s – Petite Riviere 

St. Paul’s – Cherry Hill

New Dublin at St. John’s West Dublin

St. Alban’s – Vogler’s Cove
	Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion

Evening Prayer

	Sunday March 18 – Fourth Sunday in Lent

	9:30am
11:00am
4:00pm
	New Dublin at St. James’  LaHave 

St. Mark’s – Broad Cove
St. Mary’s – Crousetown
	Holy Communion 
Holy Communion

Evening Prayer



- 2 -

	Sunday March 25 – Passion Sunday (Fifth Sunday in Lent)

	8:15am
9:30am
11:00am
4:00pm
	St. Mary’s – Crousetown 

St. Alban’s – Vogler’s Cove
St. Michael’s – Petite Riviere 

New Dublin at St. Peter’s West LaHave
	Holy Communion 
Holy Communion
Holy Communion 
Evening Prayer 

	Tuesday March 27 – Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

	10:00am
	St. Mary’s - Crousetown
	Holy Communion

	Sunday April 1 – Palm Sunday

	8:15am
9:30am
11:00am
7:00pm
	St. Michael’s – Petite Riviere

New Dublin at St. John’s West Dublin

St. Mary’s – Crousetown 

St. Mark’s – Broad Cove
	Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion

Evening Prayer

	Monday April 2 – Monday in Holy Week

	10:00am
	St. Alban’s – Vogler’s Cove
	Holy Communion

	Tuesday April 3 – Tuesday in Holy Week

	10:00am
	St. Mark’s Broad Cove
	Holy Communion

	Wednesday April 4 – Wednesday in Holy Week

	10:00am
	St. Michael’s – Petite Riviere 
	Holy Communion

	Thursday April 5 – Maundy Thursday

	7:00pm
	St. Mary’s – Crousetown 
	Holy Communion

	Friday April 6 – Good Friday

	10:00am

12:00pm

3:00pm
	St. Paul’s – Cherry Hill       MP & Ante
St. James – LaHave               Stations

St. Peter’s – West LaHave
	Communion

of the Cross

Evening Prayer


